
SAMPLE HOMILIES TO BE ADAPTED FOR YOUR USE

Behold, your mother
Occasion: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Readings: Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21

We believe many things about Mary, and we think of her in many ways—the first disciple of Jesus; the greatest of saints.
Throughout the year we celebrate her sinlessness and her assumption into heaven. But there's also a mysterious side to Mary, a
part of our relationship to her we see in the words we use in prayer to her: Queen of the Universe, Splendor of the Church, Morning
Star, Seat of Wisdom, Mystical Rose. Today's celebration of Mary as Mother of God invites us into this mystery, and scripture today
helps us to give it words.

A woman in a line of holy women who cooperated with God's grace to give birth to the people of God, Mary plays a starring role in
the great drama of our redemption—which stretches back through both testaments of scripture to tell the story of a God who said,
"You shall be my people, and I will be your God" (Jeremiah 30:22).

In this story names are important. When people in scripture receive a name, it marks a new beginning in their relationship with God.
Abram, our founding father in faith, became Abraham. Even God's people receive a name: Israel. In fact, they are named for
another person who got a new name—Jacob. So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. In blessing, God
"puts the name" on the people. We become God's people and receive God's blessing.

For their part, Mary and Joseph, obeying the angel's words, gave their child the name Jesus, the one who saves us, and so put the
name Christ on those who follow him. And so Mary is the mother of blessing, and mother of the church. Through her first flowed the
grace and mercy of her Son.Hail, Mary, full of grace . . . . Blessed are you . . . . Pray for us.

For their part, Mary and Joseph, obeying the angel's words, gave their child the name Jesus, the one who saves us, and so put the
name Christ on those who follow him. And so Mary is the mother of blessing, and mother of the church. Through her first flowed the
grace and mercy of her Son.Hail, Mary, full of grace . . . . Blessed are you . . . . Pray for us.

Mary is also the mother of another blessing: peace. The Lord . . . give you peace. Queen of Peace, we call her. In a time such as
ours when destructiveness, war, the degradation of the environment, and other sins seem to be gaining the upper hand over peace,
goodness, and the treasuring of God's creation, Mary abides with us in our hope for a reign of peace. Besides being a solemnity of
Mary, today is also the World Day of Prayer for Peace. In a 2001 letter, Pope John Paul II prayed, "O Mary, Help of Christians, in our
need we turn to you with eyes of love, with empty hands and longing hearts. We look to you that we may see your Son, our Lord.
We lift our hands that we may have the Bread of Life. We open wide our hearts to receive the Prince of Peace."

Mother of Jesus and Mother of God. Mother of the church and our Mother. As Saint Paul reminds us, God has adopted us in Jesus,
with all the dignity that goes with that inheritance. We are now children of God. Christ's Spirit has entered us and allowed us, like
him, to call God Abba, dear Father. Mary was and is the mother of this possibility.

When the shepherds saw the infant Jesus lying in a manger, they made known what had been told them about this child. When they
returned, they were glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Contemplating Jesus, Mary is the mother of
contemplation, of seeing the presence of God in all things, even when this presence lies in the humble places of the world. Watching
over Jesus, she became mother of those who hear the gospel, praise God for it, and make it known to others.

In this Eucharist, our thanksgiving, we, too, hear and see the good news. In our worship we glorify God. This Mass also sends us to
proclaim the gospel in our lives. With Mary, our mother, we ponder all these words and mysteries in our hearts, and we praise her as
the mother of our faith.
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